OLAR 


PAM 
1 


fe 


WIVERSITY OF ALBERTA LIBRAR Dk 


i ee | h 


ti 


4 


4 


RS ERS DEE een le 
’ 


SS ERS SEEMS 
~~ 


ay var 


eae 


a a Ne 


cle nRea MY RN 
, 


Tas 


Tova 


oes 


Northern Lights 


Not just another number: Cold Lake’ s Alex Janvier 
marries tradition and modernism in his richly symbolic art 


BY M. SYLVIA BOUGH 


aaah a 
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his past summer, the Canada Council sent 
three visual artists to represent Canada on 
a three-week cultural exchange with the 
- People’s Republic of China. One of them, and the 
sole representative from Western Canada, was 
Alex Janvier, an Alberta artist who lives on 
; the Cold Lake Indian Reserve, some 300 km 
north of Edmonton. 
Janvier is by no means unknown as an artist in 
Alberta: murals by him surround the foyer of the 
_ Muttart Conservatory in Edmonton and grace the 
Strathcona County Building in Sherwood Park. 
fa Edmonton architect Peter Hemingway 
ymmis ne two of his ne for his office. 
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GLENBOW-ALBERTA INSTITUTE 


Rebel kick: for years, Janvier signed his paint- 
ings with his Treaty Number, 287. Above, Nude 
#3 (1964); right, Wisdom Trail (1977). 


paintings. In Calgary, his murals and paint- 
ings can be seen at Shell Canada’s head 
office, at the Glenbow Museum, and in the 
collection of the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce. 

But Alex Janvier’s experiences in China 
have evoked a profound change in his art — 
and his life. He discovered, he says, that, 
*‘[’m just another human being, one other 
human being on the face of the earth. Just 
another number — the thing I fought so hard 
against.”’ 

Back in the 1960s and ’70s, Janvier signed 
his paintings with his Treaty Number, 287, 
sometimes in place of his name, as an indica- 
tion of his scorn for a system in which 
bureaucracy prevailed and human beings, 
especially Indians, were merely numbers. 
And then a successful show in Sweden, in 
1977, gave him a new perspective. “‘It got 
me off the rebel kick. I started to grow out of 
it all.’ Number 287 no longer appeared on 
his paintings. It may seem ironic, then, that 
his recent trip to China left him with the 
impression that he is, ‘‘just another number.’’ 

Today, however, Janvier is a man com- 
fortable with himself and his uniqueness, 
possessed of a capricious sense of humor, 
and willing to make his statements through 
his art. The rebelliousness and activist stance 
of earlier years are left behind now, but not 
the experiences that produced them. 

Janvier was born at the Cold Lake Reserve 
in 1935 and went to the Blue Quills School in 
St. Paul, Alta. at the age of 8. He spoke only 
his native Chipewyan. In 1950, he was asked 
‘G paint some murals for the school chapel. 

did, and was nearly expelled: Mary, 
sady Jesus, Saints — all were there, all 
«2ht, but with distinctly Indian features. 
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In China last summer, Janvier met an elderly artist (below). ‘‘Shaking 
hands with her,’’ he says, ‘‘was like shaking hands with China.”’ 
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An experimental, ‘practice painting 
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China. “‘T thought I'd seen everything in Europe,’’ he says. 
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(below) followed his trip to e 


Janvier was nearly expelled from school in 
1950, when he painted the Virgin Mary and 


Jesus with distinctly Indian features. 


After graduating from Grade 12 in 
Battleford, Janvier attended the Alberta Col- 
lege of Art in Calgary, where he met with 
more prejudice. Even his fellow students, he 
says, changed their attitudes out of school: 
he once walked a fellow student home to her 
apartment and found that talking to her in 
school was fine, but that, after 4 p.m., it was 
considered a crime. 

Despite that kind of reaction, Janvier 
married a white woman, Jacqueline Wolowski, 
who is his business manager, as well as a 
teacher on the reserve. Together they have 
six children, ranging in age from pre-school 
to Grade-12. 

Once recognition came, the prejudice 
became worse. Before, he says, he was always 
somebody’s friend — “‘A good Indian. But 
once I was ahead of them, I wasn’t a good 
Indian any more.”’ 

Even as an established artist, Janvier has 
met hostility. One Edmonton hotel refused to 
allow him and a white gallery director to 
have lunch, saying, ““We don’t serve Indians.”’ 

But Janvier’s heritage was not to be denied, 
and cannot be doubted when one sees his 
paintings. His style, heavily influenced by 
Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944), considered 
the creator of the first pure abstraction in 
modern painting, was once described by 
Robert Houle, writing for the National Museum 
of Man, as a ‘‘synthesis or bridge between 
Indian and Western [European] art,’’ aad 
by Edmonton’s Peter Hemingway as a biend 
of ‘‘the mysticism of a Paul Klee with a rich 
symbolism derived from an Indian heritage.” 

Illingworth Kerr was director of the Alberta 


Institute of Art during Janvicr’s time there. 
Retired now and living ': Calgary, he has 
followed Janvier’s career with pride. ‘‘Alex 
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this intellectual attitude towardsthe mod- | you’re going to hang one of [my paintings] | go to the Far East you haven’t even begun. It 


s.’ he says. ‘‘I thought he should some- | in yourhome, then you’re going tohavetobe | just goes on and on. It’s endless, ageless art. 
y relate the abstraction of the Indians and | ready to defend it.”’ And it reappears in tombs and emperors’ 
Paris school, and that’s what he did. That There have been distinct changes in Janvier’s | palaces, in buildings, temples and gardens, 
; the difference between Alex and the | art over the years, even though the basic | in the people, in the way they dress. They 
er Indians, and it was very important, too. format remains the same. His stayin Sweden | elevate their artists to such a high level, 
ne of the others went the modern way. His | gave new confidence and maturity to his | they’re probably number one in the social 
le is very individualistic.”’ painting: the lines became less angular and | hierarchy.”’ 

Working mostly in acrylic and gouache, | more flowing, the colors more subtle. It is, The sense of agelessness Janvier found in 
vier paints quickly and precisely, in a | perhaps, a reflection of his personal growth. | China is exactly what appeals to Peter Hem- 
\trolled, calligraphic manner. He says he His experiences in China are manifested ingway about Janvier. Hemingway designed 
; no real concept of the finished piece in | by more intense, vibrant colors, more single | both the Muttart Conservatory and Strathcona 
ad, just the colors it will incorporate. | lines of color leaping across the paper, and in County Building with Janvier murals in mind. 


itching him reminds you of a child __+| the use of floral symbols, a relatively rare | He thinks both buildings have a certain 
nplete freedom of expression, the sweeps | occurrence in his earlier work. It is not | significance and symbolism to Edmonton. 
color placed almost by whim. His feelings surprising that Janvier was moved and excited | ‘‘We don’t have roots,’’ he says, “‘or they 
‘hostility, bitterness, love, laughter — all | by Chinese art: much of it is symbolic in | only go back 100 years. I think it’s important 


» there. nature and has the same calligraphic feel as | from a sociological and an anthropological 
Janvier uses as much negative, unpainted, | his painting. point of view that people realize their roots 
ace as positive. In the midst of the convo- He went to China with an open mind, not | go back — 30,000 years, some people now 
ions and eddies are figures and symbols, | trying to be original or to impress. ‘I just | think.”’ 

2ming at times to be trapped in the web of | enjoyed seeing. And the people. I didn’t read Of Janvier’s style, Hemingway says, ‘“His 
lor, at other times to be part of it. up all the stuff before, I knew nothing about work is very modern but also very ancient. It 


Janvier derives much amusement from | China. All I had was some dream world of | transcends time and provides a linkage, espe- 
ople’s reactions to his art. Most of us, he Marco Polo — I was about 12 when I read cially in Strathcona, where his mural tells the 
ys, are overtrained to rationalize, andneed | that, and I knew it was one place [had tobe, | story of thousands of years [of man in 
put labels and meanings to everything. | some time in my life. And I was going to that Alberta.]”’ | 
‘How dare you paint this way.’ That’s | very gate he talked about and I walked right One mural, one man —— part of the untold 
yat they should say to me, but they’re too | in. My heart was just pounding. vastness of human art. ‘‘i’m just another 
mn polite. Some of them want to choke me “T thought I’d seen everything when I | human being. One other human being on the 
d half-kill me, because it upsets them. If | went to Europe,’’ he says, “but when you | face of the earth.’’0 


JANUARY 1986 EDMONTON 25 i 


IF YOU DRIVE IN WINTER, YOU NEED HELP 
TO OVERCOME WINTER DRIVING CONDITIONS. | 


CHECK OUT OUR LOW, LOW PRICES! | 


BRAKE SPECIALS 


REAR DRUM BRAKE JOB 
« Supply & install premium quality brake shoes 
¢ Resurface drums 
«Inspect hold down springs, wheel cylinder hydraulic 
system rear axle bearings and seals. 


$ Most Cars & 
Light Trucks 


FRONT DISC BRAKE JOB INCLUDES 


UNIROYAL RESURFACING - HERE’S WHAT WE DO: 
iar ers 


TIGER PAW 200 "poaringe = ngoee ears ai Hela 
TEEL BELTED ALL SEASON 
RADIAL WHITEWALLS 


Most Cars & 
Light Trucks 
P155/80R13 W/W 48°°|P205/75R15 W/W 78° 
P175/80R13 W/W_ 58"|p215/75R15 W/W 83% HERE’S WHAT WE DO: 
P185/80R13 W/W 60°|p225/75R15 W/W 87% 
P195/75R14 W/W _70|P235/75R15 w/w 90° 


* Supply & Install Spark Plugs » Scope and Adjust 
Timing * Lubricate Heatorizer Valve * Check Ignition 
P205/75R14 W/W_74°°| P155/80R12 BLK 49° 
P215/75R14 78” 


XH STEEL BELTED 
RADIAL 
WHITEWALLS 


P205/75R15 
P215/75R15 
P225/75R15 
P235/75R15 


P185/80R13 
P185/75R14 88° 
P195/75R14 92° 
P205/75R14 
P215/75R14 


Systems, Fuel Systems, Charging Systems, Cooling 
System « All Belts and Hoses & All Filters » Check 
Battery & Clean Battery Terminals » Check All Fluid 
Levels 


50°...  OOue 


GOOD, YEAR 


ARRIWA STEEL BELTED 
ALL SEASON RADIAL 
WHITEWALLS 


MAJOR 


STEEL BELTED 
RADIAL 
WHITEWALLS 


P155/80R13 49° | P205/75R15 78” 
P185/80R13 60° | P215/75R15 
P185/75R14 69° | P225/75R15 
P195/75R14 70° | P235/75R15 
P205/75R14 75° 

Ua, 


& WWCLUDES 
pre ROAD HAZARD 
TIRES WARRANTY 


ALL SEASON 
RADIAL 
WHITEWALLS 


P155/80R13 
P165/80R13 
P185/75R14 
P195/75R14 
P205/75R14 


TUNE-UP 


INCLUDES CARBURETOR 
OVERHAUL AND 
EVERYTHING IN MINOR 
TUNE-UP 

« Carburetor Kit Supply & 
installl 

Most Cars & Light Trucks 4-6 and 8 
Cyl. Foreign Cars Add $20.00 4 Barrel 
Carbs Add $20.00 4 Barrel Chrysler 
Carbs Add $40.00 

PLUS THE BONUS 


P205/75R14 85°°| 
P205/75R15 90° | 
P215/75R15 93° 
P225/75R15 95° 


P235/75R15 gg” 


@ntinental* — 


P155/80R13 
P175/80R13 
P185/80R13 
| P4185/75R14 78° 
| P195/75R14 82” 


CA SH 


INCLUDES 
ROAD HAZARD 
WARRANTY 


455SR12 907 165SR15 73” 
155SR13 59°" | 165/70SR13 65” 
165SR13 62° | 175/70SR13 69” 
175SR13 75” | 185/70SR13 79” 
175SR14 85°! 185/70SR14 85” 


185SR14 89°"! 195/70SR14 93” 


ery BS 
FAMILY TIRE 7105 ancvit po i 
G& AUTO GENTRES 468-4090 i seamce si: 


USED TIRES PH.: 462-7411 .MON.-FRI. 7:30-9:00 SAT. 8-6 


P215/75R14 
P205/75R15 
P215/75R15 
P225/75R15_ 86° 
P235/75R15 


Pam:7.031.73:(*428.1) 
BOU 


BOUGH, M. Sylvia 
Northern lights. Not just 
another number 


Boreal Institute for Northern 
Studies Library 

CW 401 Bio Sci Bldg 

The University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB Canada T6G 2E9 


